
 
 

MINUTES 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 60 (Peace River North) 

  
 

REGULAR MEETING Monday, March 8, 2021       
  6:30 p.m.  
 

Present: Helen Gilbert, Chair – Board of Education (Area 5) 
Madeleine Lehmann, Vice-Chair (Area 1) 
Ida Campbell, Trustee (Area 4) 
Erin Evans, Trustee (Area 5) 
Nicole Gilliss, Vice-Chair (Area 3) (via Zoom) 

  David Scott-Moncrieff, Trustee (Area 2) 
Bill Snow, Trustee (Area 5) 

 
Stephen Petrucci, Superintendent of Schools 
Teri Stoneman, Interim Secretary-Treasurer (via Zoom) 
Leah Reimer, Recording Secretary 
 

(Guests/Media) 
  Michele Wiebe, PRNTA President (via Zoom) 
 
 
 
Call to Order  Chair Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m.    

 
Chair Gilbert acknowledged the traditional territorial lands of the Dane Zaa and Treaty 8 with the 
following post from the Margaret Ma Murray Community School Facebook page: 
 
Here is the land  
Here is the sky 
Here are my friends  
and here am I 
  
We thank and acknowledge the Dene Zaa and Treaty 8 people on whose land we work and play and 
we promise to take care of it everyday. 
 

 
Agenda   
   Approval of the Agenda 
 
Motion #31-21  Scott-Moncrieff/Snow 
   THAT the agenda be accepted as presented with the following additions: 
 

Correspondence 
PRRD Connectivity for Rural Students (Attachment) 

    
New Business 
• Homeschool Protocols (Attachment) 

         CARRIED. 
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Presentations/Delegations 
 

  Youth Advisory Council 
  Stephen Petrucci, Superintendent 
  https://youtu.be/JYmJitG-y5c 

    
Motion #32-21  Evans/Scott-Moncrieff                        

THAT the Board of Trustees write a brief letter of support for this initiative 
and request information on how we can help publicly and have youth 
participation.     CARRIED. 
 
 

Trustee Input   At this time, opportunity was given for Trustees to report on activities 
undertaken and/or information of interest:   

 
Trustee Campbell 
• Framework Presentations 
• Policy Committee Meeting 

       
Trustee Evans 
• Framework Presentations 
• Policy Committee Meeting 
• Registered for a Children’s Mental Health Symposium in April – will 

share information with other Trustees 
    

Trustee Gilliss 
• Framework Presentations 
• Visited Duncan Cran school – great school with amazing meals program 
 
Vice-Chair Lehmann 
• Framework Presentations 
• Policy Committee Meeting 

    
Trustee Scott-Moncrieff 
• Connected with most schools 

    
Trustee Snow 
• Connected with NPSS 
• ARYES Science Fair - judge 
 
Chair Gilbert 
• Two PAC meetings 

o Bert Bowes PAC Meeting – Bert Bowes track funding of 
$200,000 is all here.  They have reached out to Facilities and 
hoping to have track finished by June 

• ARYES Science Fair – judge – Grade 4 & 5 (Attachment) 
o Impressed with links the teachers had built between student 

projects and the science curriculum.  Student projects had a 
connection to the simple machines unit.  Students explored an 
aspect that interested them.  In the projects judged there was a 
lot of model building, student enthusiasm and titles that were 
puns 
 

https://youtu.be/JYmJitG-y5c
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• At framework presentations school t-shirts were mentioned…attached is 
a photo of a COVID friendly thank you to t-shirt sponsors for ARYES 
(Northern Vision, Jiffy Lube and Armour Lubricants) 

• Policy Committee Meeting 
 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting 
    
   Approval of the Minutes 
 
Motion #33-21  Evans/Snow                        

THAT the Regular Meeting Minutes of February 22, 2021 be adopted. 
         CARRIED. 
   
    
   Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

   The following business arose from the above noted Minutes: 
 
   BAA Course Report 

• Discussion around enrolment numbers (ie. 1-3 students) 
• Classes are often combined grades or when Distance Ed is offering, it 

can be only one student 
• NPSS – 375 is because students are enrolled the same way and then 

split into smaller groups 
• Have a process for discontinuing courses due to lack of enrolment or 

being out of date 
• Middle column “Num” represents course codes 

 
 
Approval of Excerpts 
 
Motion #34-21  Evans/Snow 

THAT the excerpts from the January 25, 2021 In Camera Meeting Minutes 
be approved and appended to these Regular Meeting Minutes. 

         CARRIED.    
     

Announcements & Reminders 
 

March 8 Policy Committee Meeting   11:00 a.m. Board Room 
March 10 Early Dismissal Day 
March 10 Labour Management Meeting    1:00 p.m. Virtual 
March 11 Early Dismissal Day 
March 15 Ministry Announcement 
  – School District Preliminary Funding Levels 
March 15 
  to March 26 Spring Break 
March 25 Audit Committee Meeting   11:30 a.m. Virtual 
April 2-5 Good Friday/Easter 
April 6 (Tues) COTW Meetings    12:30 p.m. Board Room 
April 8-10 NSBA Conference 
April 12 NPAA       5:30 p.m. Virtual 
April 15-18 BCSTA AGM      Virtual/Board Office 
April 19 Board Meetings      5:00 p.m. Board Room 
April 23 NID Day (Indigenous Learning) 
April 27 SUP-PAC Meeting (Evans/Lehmann) 12:00 p.m. Virtual 
May 3 COTW Meetings    12:30 p.m. Board Room 
May 3 NPAA Meeting      5:30 p.m. Virtual 
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May 4 Budget Public Meeting               (pm – TBD) 
May 7 NID (Pro-D Day) 
May 3 17 Policy Committee Meeting   11:00 a.m. Board Room 
May 24 Victoria Day  
May 25 SUP-PAC Meeting (Evans/Gilbert)  12:00 p.m. Virtual 
 

 
Senior Staff Reports   

    
Superintendent’s Report 
A written and electronic report was presented.  Topics discussed and 
reported included: 

 
   Superintendent’s Report (Attachment) 
    
Motion #35-21  Evans/Lehmann 

THAT the Board accept the Superintendent’s Report. 
         CARRIED. 

 
Secretary-Treasurer’s Report 

   A written report was presented.  Topics discussed and reported included:   
 
   Joint Health & Safety Committee Meeting Minutes – February 24, 2021 
   Chair Gilbert 

• Electrostatic spraying that our district provides is not required by health 
and safety guidelines put out by Ministry (see notes under Cleaning and 
Disinfecting Protocols) 

• There has been a recall on the battery in some of the electrostatic spray 
guns and Facilities is in the process of replacing 

• The product in the spray guns is the same product custodians are using 
in regular cleaning; our district sites continue to be cleaned according to 
provincial guidelines. 
    

Motion #36-21  Evans/Scott-Moncrieff 
THAT the Board accept the Secretary-Treasurer’s Report. 

         CARRIED. 
    

Other Reports   
 

BCSTA 
BCSTA Draft 2021/22 Budget – Invitation to Provide Feedback 

   Trustee Evans 
• Feedback to be submitted by March 16, 2021 

ACTION:  Any comments or questions from trustees, submit to Trustee 
Evans by March 14, 2021 
 

• Trustee Evans forwarded the Provincial Council minutes to trustees 
  

Funding Reserve Survey Follow-Up 
 Chair Gilbert & Teri Stoneman, Interim Secretary-Treasurer 

• Report is from feedback from trustees as well as the Interim Secretary-
Treasurer 

• Vocabulary being used in some of the questions doesn’t necessarily 
follow accounting guidelines (ie. don’t have a contingency policy, but 
policy around accumulated surplus) 

• Interim Secretary-Treasurer consulted with Ministry.  Surplus is for when 
revenues exceed expenses.  From there, go with annual surplus and 
then accumulated surplus/deficit year after year.  The “reserve” is a 
throwback from GAP reporting a long time ago and is old terminology 
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• We’re talking about surplus accumulating over time and then board 
directives on what expectations would be for “rainy day” or other school 
based initiatives that run year after year.  Our accumulated surplus policy 
is 5% 

• Our district is just under 2%.  Our goal would be to build it up to 5% (ie. a 
portion set aside for school projects and then a “rainy day” for 
emergencies such as HVAC) 

• At this point, it looks like we don’t have much of a cushion 
• When new directives come from the province, we can review our policy 
• Our policy currently works off of a one-year cycle, but Ministry may be 

moving to a 3-year cycle.  
o Interim Secretary-Treasurer – from a surplus perspective, those 

numbers won’t change. Maintain contingency reserve for “rainy 
day” as well as school programs.  May be easier to manage over 
three years.  Just make sure provincially, they look after 
provincial issues (ie. labour settlements) 

 
  

BCSTA AGM April 15 – 18, 2021 
 Chair Gilbert 

• Discussion around the important of trustees being together in a place 
that has good internet connectivity to join Zoom and to participate in 
online voting process 

 
BCPSEA 
• Nothing to report 

 
 
Correspondence   

*NEW - PRRD Connectivity for Rural Students (Attachment) 
• PRRD has a fibre working group that has been established and is 

engaging with a broad range of stakeholders, including our district 
• Our district has been invited to engage in a dialogue with PRRD to 

explore how we may possibly work together as well as provide a 
statement of our particular needs or priorities 

• Suggestion was also made to provide information regarding rural schools 
and surrounding communities (ie. without identifying individuals, capture 
information on connectivity issues) 

 
ACTION:  Chair Gilbert to let Brad Sperling, PRRD Director know our Board 
has put a motion forward to BCSTA on this issue 

 
ACTION:  Superintendent to connect with staff to generate the information.  
Staff can provide information on school based capacity and affected district 
families and follow-up at the April 6, 2021 Committee of the Whole Meeting 

 
 
Unfinished Business  
   None 

 
 

New Business  
*NEW - Homeschool Protocols (Attachment) 
• Earlier in pandemic when many were looking at different learning options 

for students, definitions related to types of schooling available was 
shared.   

• Ministry of Education is looking to provide further clarity related to home 
schooling procedures.  They have produced a Homeschooling 
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Procedures and Guidelines manual that is open for feedback from 
districts and the public until April 2nd (see pages 53-56 attached that 
relates to expectations of boards) 

• The purpose of the manual is to provide clear information to home 
educators, home schoolers, education sector, and others who work with 
homeschoolers.  

• We will need to have a homeschooling policy 
• Full guidelines are available on Ministry of Education Website under 

“homeschooling” 
 
 
PRNTA Update – Michele Wiebe, President 
   No Report – joined via Zoom 
 
 
CUPE Local #4653 Update – Maureen Hummel, President 
   No Report – not in attendance 
 
 
District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) Report – Teresa Brown, President 

No Report – not in attendance 
 
 
Questions from Press/Public  
 

At this time, opportunity was given for questions from the press 
Livestream connectivity issues – no press/public 

    
  
Adjournment    
 
Motion #37-21  Scott Moncrieff/Snow 

THAT the meeting be adjourned.   (7:36 p.m.) 
 

      
 

******************** 
 
 
 
 
                

______________________________     __________________________   
HELEN GILBERT, CHAIR,    TERI STONEMAN, 
BOARD OF EDUCATION    INTERIM SECRETARY-TREASURER 

 



Youth Changing Tomorrow Conference

Youth Advisory Council



The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) 
was developed in 2010 as a 
potential solution toward 
antisocial behavior in our 
community, to get a better sense 
of what Fort St. John’s youth 
would like to see in Fort St. John, 
and to act as a liaison between the 
youth of the community and City 
Council.



This year, YAC has joined up with BC 
Student Voice to deliver a virtual 
youth conference with the theme of 
Steps of Success on April 14, 2021. 

We have also partnered with the Fort 
St. John Campus of the Northern 
Lights College and Peace River Hydro 
Partners.



We are now seeking sponsorships 
throughout our community. 

For more information, contact 
communitydevelopment@fortstjohn.ca



Questions?
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